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Monument Peak #1  32J 

Lat/lon 32.8925502,-116.4202938 
UTM 11S 554220E 3639524N 

Elevation: 6271' 
 

View Caltopo map or download gpx Download this pdf guide or visit its official page 

Monument Peak #1 on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA 

Location: San Diego County, about 16 miles southeast of Julian, 160 miles from Los Angeles 

Nearby peaks: Garnet Mountain, Garnet Peak, Sheephead Mountain 

Land Manager: Cleveland National Forest, Descanso Ranger District (619) 445-6235 

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT. 

About the peak 

With the "grandest view point in Southern California" according to newspapers in the early 1910s, 

Monument Peak is the highest point of the Laguna Mountains. At 6,272 feet, the peak's name 

refers to its role in early surveying of the area as it was being mapped for the first time. Over 100 

years later, we still rely on its striking size, and it is now home to radio towers and many cellular 

repeaters. These man-made objects don't spoil the panoramic views that offer desert, forest, and 

lake views that reach all the way to Mexico and the Pacific Ocean on a clear day. HPS neighboring 

peaks such as Granite Peak are clearly visible from the summit along with many distant mountain 

ranges in all directions. Monument is typically hiked together with other nearby HPS peaks include 

Garnet Peak, Garnet Mountain  and Sheephead Mountain, which are often combined in a single 

outing, driving from trailhead to trailhead in a loop. 

Often grouped with Garnet Peak, Monument Peak #1 has three routes to the summit, all easy and 

with only minor off trail travel. From the west, Route 1 starts on the Big Laguna Trail and overlaps 

the PCT for a short while, finally leaving the trail and ascending up the side of the peak. After 

passing through a NASA radio installation, the route eventually meets a paved road for the final 

push to the summit. Route 2 starts further south along an abandoned road that eventually meets 

the PCT and then follows the same path as Route 1. Entirely different from the previous two 

options, Route 3 starts from the north along the PCT, departing the trail up a ridge all the way to 

the summit. All routes can be achieved in roughly 2-3 hours. 

Notes: The summit offers a fine view of the Laguna Mountains and the surrounding area. Point 

Loma and the Coronado Islands can be seen on a clear day. 

Monument Peak #1 has 3 official HPS routes: 

 

https://caltopo.com/m/2J69
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/32J_MONUMENT_PEAK_cs10-23-2001.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/32J_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/monument-peak-1/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=1465
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=32.892378&lon=-116.420653


 Monument Peak #1 Route 1- Big Laguna Lake Trail  

Distance: 3 miles round trip on trail and 
cross-country 

Gain: 500 
Time: 2 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, easy Navigation difficulty: Easy 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions: 

• Take I-5 south to SR 78 in San Diego County. 

• Go east on SR 78 through Escondido to the junction with SR 79 just past the town of Julian. 

Turn right (south) on SR 79. 

• Go 6 miles to the junction with Sunrise Highway (S1) on the left. Turn left. Note your 

odometer and go as follows: 

• At 7.4 miles, a paved road on the left with a sign "Kwaaymii Point". This is the turnoff for 

Garnet Mountain. Keep straight. 

• At 9.9 miles a parking area at a gated dirt road on the left. This is the trailhead for Garnet 

Peak. Keep straight. 

• At 11.4 miles, Laguna/El Prado Campground entrance and Foster Lodge entrance. Keep 

straight. 

• At 12.5 miles, large parking area on the left (after mile marker 25). A trail from the parking 

area says, "Big Laguna trail to PCT .5 miles." Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (5760'), follow the Big Laguna Trail to the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT). 

• Turn left on the PCT and follow it to a point out of the trees where the radio installations 

on Monument Peak can be seen. The PCT will shortly make a sharp left turn with another 

fork going straight ahead. 

• Go straight ahead and follow this fork as it swings right and comes to a fenced enclosure 

with some trailers inside. (This is a NASA installation.) 

• Turn left and follow the fence around the left side of the installation until you come to a 

paved road. 

• Turn left on this road and follow it up to the summit. 

 

Additional Route notes:  

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=32.88552,-116.43276


 Monument Peak #1 Route 2- Monument Peak Trail  

Distance: 3 miles round trip on trail and 
cross-country 

Gain: 400 
Time: 2 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, easy Navigation difficulty: Easy 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions:  

• Take I-5 south to SR 78 in San Diego County. 

• Go east on SR 78 through Escondido to the junction with SR 79 just past the town of Julian. 

Turn right (south) on SR 79. 

• Go 6 miles to the junction with Sunrise Highway (S1) on the left. Turn left. Note your 

odometer and go as follows: 

• At 7.4 miles, a paved road on the left with a sign "Kwaaymii Point". This is the turnoff for 

Garnet Mountain. Keep straight. 

• At 9.9 miles a parking area at a gated dirt road on the left. This is the trailhead for Garnet 

Peak. Keep straight. 

• At 11.4 miles, Laguna/El Prado Campground entrance and Foster Lodge entrance. Keep 

straight. 

• At 12.5 miles, large parking area on the left (after mile marker 25). A trail from the parking 

area says, "Big Laguna trail to PCT .5 miles." This is the parking spot for Route 1. 

• Drive 1/4 mile south past the parking spot for Route 1. There is a large parking area on the 

left. Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (5760'), cross the fence at the place provided and follow a faint road 

leading north. 

• At 0.5 miles junction with the Big Laguna Trail. Turn right. 

• After 0.1 miles junction with the PCT. Turn left.  

• Follow the PCT to a point out of the trees where the radio installations on Monument Peak 

can be seen. The PCT will shortly make a sharp left turn with another fork going straight 

ahead. 

• Go straight ahead and follow this fork as it swings right and comes to a fenced enclosure 

with some trailers inside. (This is a NASA installation.) 

• Turn left and follow the fence around the left side of the installation until you come to a 

paved road. 

• Turn left on this road and follow it up to the summit. 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=32.88316,-116.42903


Additional Route notes: 

 



Monument Peak #1 Route 3- Pacific Crest Trail 

Distance: 5 miles round trip on trail and 
cross-country 

Gain: 900 
Time: 3 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, easy Navigation difficulty: Easy 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions:  

• Take I-5 south to SR 78 in San Diego County. 

• Go east on SR 78 through Escondido to the junction with SR 79 just past the town of Julian. 

Turn right (south) on SR 79. 

• Go 6 miles to the junction with Sunrise Highway (S1) on the left. 

• Turn left on Sunrise Highway for 11.6 miles, .25 miles north of the Laguna/El Prado 

Campground entrance where there is a parking area and an observation deck. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• Hike north from the lodge (5560') and pick up the PCT. 

• Follow the PCT in the Mexico direction for about 1.5 miles, past bump 5958', to where it 

meets a prominent ridge going up to the left. 

• Go up this ridge, over a minor bump, and continue to the summit. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

Note: Avoiding the paved road near the summit results in a route 100% different than Routes 

1 and 2. 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=32.89615,-116.44886


 


