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Combs Peak  31G 

Lat/lon 33.394478,-116.6055737 
UTM 11S 536681E 3695090N 

Elevation: 6193' 
 

View Caltopo map or download GPX Download this pdf guide or visit its official page 

Combs Peak on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA 

Location: San Diego County, about 8 miles north of Warner Springs, 127 miles from Los Angeles 

Nearby peaks:  

Land Manager: Cleveland National Forest, Palomar Mountain Ranger District (760) 788-0250 

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT. 

About the peak 

Named for the original homesteader of the area, Combs Peak is the highest mountain of Anza-

Borrego State Park, situated just within the park boundaries in its northwest corner. Though 

relatively easy, the routes are scenic and enjoyable, with splendid views of San Jacinto, San 

Gorgonio and the Desert Divide far to the north, the Salton Sea to the east, and Toro Peak and the 

Santa Rosa Mountains, and the impressive escarpment that fronts them, to the northeast. 

Route 1 is a short hike on the PCT from the south, followed by a short scramble up its east ridge to 

the summit. Route 2 starts from a dirt road to the north, to join the PCT southbound to scramble 

up the same east ridge. 

Notes: The ridge to the west of the PCT is called Bucksnort Mountain. Combs Peak is its high point.  

The Combs Peak area is typical San Diego County chaparral country, with manzanita, scrub oak, 

buckthorn, red shanks and chamise densely clothing the mountain slopes.  

The peak is located within Anza-Borrego Desert State Park. The state charges a fee for driving on 

dirt roads within the park. 

 

Combs Peak has 2 official HPS routes: 

 

https://caltopo.com/m/5H4E
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/31G_COMBS_PEAK_cs12-29-1998.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/31G_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/combs-peak/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=1449
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=33.394339&lon=-116.605786


 Combs Peak Route 1  

Distance: 5 miles round trip on trail and use 
trail 

Gain: 1200 
Time: 3 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, moderate Navigation difficulty: Easy 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   Road type: Dirt 

 

Driving directions: 

• Take I-15 south to Temecula. 

• Take the second off-ramp for SR 79, signed "79 South / Indio". Turn left (east) on SR 79. 

• Pass through Aguanga in 18 miles; continue 5 more miles to Oak Grove Campground and 

Ranger Station, then another 3 miles to the Chihuahua Valley Road on the left (paved). 

Turn left. Note your odometer and go as follows: 

• At 6.4 miles, the paved road turns sharp right. There is a wide gate and a large metal 

arch/entrance that leads to a private development. To the right of that is a small dirt road, 

turn onto that small dirt road. 

• At 8.0 miles, gate. This gate is sometimes locked. If it is locked, park here. This adds 7 miles 

round trip. 

• At 11.4 miles, the road reaches a saddle. The Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) crosses the road here 

and there is a sign "State Park Property". Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (5050', UTM 378935), hike north 2 miles on the PCT to a saddle 

(5600') just east-northeast of Combs Peak. 

• From here, follow a ducked use trail west up to the summit. 

 

Additional Route notes:  

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.38135,-116.59478


 Combs Peak Route 2  

Distance: 8.5 miles round trip cross-country 
and on trail 

Gain: 1800 
Time: 5 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, moderate Navigation difficulty: Moderate 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   Road type: Dirt 

 

Driving directions:  

• Take I-15 south to Temecula. 

• Take the second off-ramp for SR 79, signed "79 South / Indio". Turn left (east) on SR 79. 

• Continue on SR 79 to SR 371 in Aguanga. Turn left on SR 371. 

• Continue on SR 371 to Kirby Rd (approximately 1.5 miles past Anza). Turn right. Set 

odometer to zero. 

• At 1.0 miles, Wellman Rd. Turn left. 

• At 2.0 miles, Terwilliger Rd. Turn right. 

• At 5.8 miles, Ramsey Rd. Turn right. 

• At 5.9 miles, Tule Rd. (becomes Terwilliger). Turn left. Start of dirt road. 

• At 8.7 miles, Rimrock Rd. Turn left. 

• At 9.7 miles, Rimrock Rd. Turn right (south). 

• At 10.6 miles, fork. Go right. 

• At 10.8 miles, fork. Go straight. 

• At 11.5 miles, park before the creek crossing at a hairpin turn to the left (wide parking 

area). If you cross the creek, come back. Just before the parking spot is a gate. The gate 

may be locked or just closed. If locked, park here and walk to the start of the hike route. 

• Stay on the main road at any forks. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking spot, walk down the road, just past where the Tule Creek crosses this 

road. You will be following the Tule Creek bed, but the start is too brushy. Go just past the 

creek, head southeast, then go to the left to get into the Tule Creek bed. 

• Follow the creek for 1.6 miles to point where the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) crosses the creek 

bed. 

• Turn right and follow the PCT to the saddle (5600') just east-northeast of Combs Peak. 

• Follow a ducked use trail west up to the summit. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.42481,-116.61774

