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Palomar Mountain  31D 

Lat/lon 33.363361,-116.83635 
UTM 11S 515225E 3691582N 

Elevation: 6140' 
 

View Caltopo map or download GPX Download this pdf guide or visit its official page 

Palomar Mountain on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA 

Location: San Diego County, about 22 miles northeast of Escondido, 131 miles from Los Angeles 

Nearby peaks:  

Land Manager: Cleveland National Forest, Palomar Mountain Ranger District (760) 788-0250 

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT. 

About the peak 

Palomar Mountain (6140') might not offer exciting routes to the summit but makes up for it with 

historical and scientific impact that is unique to the HPS list. The peak sits in the state park that 

bears its name and is the highest point in the park, making it a perfect place for a both a historical 

fire lookout and an observatory. The observatory held the record for world's largest telescope from 

1949-1992 and currently has four large telescopes in operation for scientific research. Also, 

although the peak is nearly a drive-up, both HPS routes still add excitement: one route has over 20 

hairpin turns in only 7 miles! 

HPS Route 1 follows a dirt road (Palomar Divide Road) from SR 79 for roughly 13 miles to a gate. 

From the parking area at this point, the peak is  gentle 200' and half a mile on foot. HPS Route 2 

comes from the other direction, using Palomar Divide Truck Trail to reach the "High Point" gate and 

parking area. The road is a bit rougher than in Route 1 but still passable by high clearance vehicles. 

This route also has a gentle 200' and half mile walk to the summit. Route 2 has many gates and 

seasonal closures, so check status with the park prior to your adventure. 

Note: Route 1 is a better road for 2WD vehicles and is not closed as often. 

Special conditions: There is no public access to the Palomar Observatory area. 

Palomar Mountain has 2 official HPS routes: 

 

https://caltopo.com/m/6B72
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/31D_PALOMAR_HIGH_POINT_cs12-29-1998.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/31D_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/palomar-mountain/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=1452
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=33.363361&lon=-116.83635


 Palomar Mountain Route 1  

Distance: 1 mile round trip Gain: 200 
Time: 1/2 hour 

Difficulty rating: Drive-up Navigation difficulty: Easy 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: Dirt 

 

Driving directions: 

• Take I-15 south to Temecula. 

• Take the South SR 79 exit. This is the second of two SR 79 exits. It says 79 South. Please 

make sure you have enough gas. There are plenty of gas stations along SR 79 for the next 2 

miles or so. 

• Go east on SR 79 to its intersection with SR 371 in Aguanga. Reset your odometer. 

• Continue southeast on SR 79 for 13.4 miles to dirt road 9S07 on the right. Reset your 

odometer and turn right. 

• At 11.4 miles, a fork. Go right (though left road rejoins shortly). 

• At 11.6 miles, an intersection with a plethora of signs. This is the junction of 9S07 and 9S09. 

Bear left on 9S07, the Palomar Divide Road. 

• At 12.1, fork. Go left. 

• At 12.6, fork and gate. The gate is often closed at this point, and the hiking statistics above 

reflect that closure. In your car (if you can) or afoot, go left and continue up to the summit, 

13.1 miles. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• None. 

 

Additional Route notes:  

Notes: Route 1 is a better road for 2WD vehicles and is not closed as often. 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.36504,-116.83837


 Palomar Mountain Route 2  

Distance: 1 mile round trip Gain: 200 
Time: 1/2 hour 

Difficulty rating: Drive-up (high clearance 
required) 

Navigation difficulty: Easy 

Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: Dirt 

 

Driving directions:  

• Take I-15 south to Temecula. 

• Take the South SR 79 exit. This is the second of two SR 79 exits. It says 79 South. Please 

make sure you have enough gas. There are plenty of gas stations along SR 79 for the next 2 

miles or so. 

• Go east on SR 79 to its intersection with SR 371 in Aguanga. Reset your odometer. 

• Continue southeast on SR 79 for 0.3 mile to the Palomar Divide Truck Trail on the right. 

There is now a sign that says Rancho California RV Resort. Turn right. Note your odometer 

and go as follows: 

• At 0.4 mile, fork. Go left. 

• At 1.0 mile, fork. Go left. 

• At 3.1 miles, seasonal gate. 

• At 5.4 miles, saddle. This is the Cutca Valley trailhead and the parking area for Route 1 to 

Eagle Crag. 

• At 7.1 miles, fork. Go left. 

• At 7.8 miles, fork. Go right. 

• At 11.4 miles, fork. Go right. 

• At 11.6 miles, fork. Go left. 

• At 12.1 miles, fork. Go left. 

• At 12.6 miles, fork with a sign "High Point". There may be a locked gate here. Hiking 

statistics above assume the gate is locked. In your car (if you can), or on foot, go left. 

• At 13.2 miles, a lookout tower. This is the summit. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• None. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

Notes: The gate at mile 3.1 on Route 2 may be locked. To determine its status, check with the 

Oak Grove Ranger Station by calling (951) 767-9144. 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.36504,-116.83837

