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Rosa Point 30H- Star Emblem Peak

Lat/lon 33.361681,-116.16859 Elevation: 5083'

UTM 11S 577350E 3691693N

View Caltopo map or download gpx Download this pdf guide or visit its official page
Rosa Point on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA

Location: Riverside County, about 13 miles northeast of Borrego Springs, 182 miles from Los Angeles
Nearby peaks: Villager Peak

Land Manager: San Bernardino National Forest, Santa Rosa and San Jacinto Mountains National

Monument (760) 862-9984
USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT.

About the peak

Rosa Point is a demanding and thrilling hike to a wind-swept peak in the Santa Rosa Mountains
that it is named for. The spectacular summit views of the sweeping Anza Borrego Desert below,
nearby Rabbit and Villager peaks, and the Salton Sea behind are your reward for this challenging
outing. Rosa Point is both a HPS and a DPS peak.

Route 1 climbs along Palo Verde Canyon then continues on steep, sometimes narrow, ridges to the
peak. Route 2 winds its way up beautiful Smoke Tree Wash, past its wonderful slot canyon and rock
scrambles, then climbs past Pyramid Peak to the summit ridge.

Rosa Point has 3 official HPS routes:


https://caltopo.com/m/4270
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/30FGH_VILLAGER_RABBIT_ROSA_POINT_cs01-31-2002.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/30H_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/rosa-point/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=1510
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=33.361681&lon=-116.16859

Rosa Point Route 1- From Thimble Trailhead

Distance: 12 miles round trip cross-country in  Gain: 5500

desert terrain with some steep portions Time: 10-11 hours round trip
infested with cholla

Difficulty rating: Class 1, very strenuous Navigation difficulty: Difficult
Trailhead location on Google Maps Road type: Paved

Driving directions:

Drive east on |-10 to the 86S expressway in Indio.

Drive south toward El Centro on SR 86S Expressway for about 35.5 miles to Salton City.
Turn west on the Borrego-Salton Seaway (S22).

Continue 14.8 miles to a parking area on the right (just past the 32 mile marker) and a dirt
road on the left (south). Park in this area on either side of the road. The road on the south
of S22 is signed "Thimble Trail". There is a good car camping spot on the south side of the
highway.

It is also possible to reach the trailhead by driving east on S22 from Christmas Circle in
Borrego Springs for about 13.1 miles.

Hiking directions:

From the parking area (960'), hike northeast toward the rounded hill visible just west of the
mouth of Palo Verde Canyon.

Ascend the hill on a use trail and cross a shallow saddle (still heading northeast).

Then go generally north up the ridge to a flat area at 3520'. From here, 3 peaks can be seen
on the north skyline; the left (west) peak has several bands of white rock below its summit.
The right (east) peak is Rosa Point.

From the flat area at 3520', head northeast on a faint trail down to cross Palo Verde
Canyon at 3240".

Then climb east up a ridge and follow a faint trail on the north side of elevation 3800'+ to
get into the saddle (3600'+) on the prominent ridge going north from elevation 3800'.
Ascend this ridge north to the summit of Rosa, which has a great view of the Salton Sea.

Additional Route notes:

Alternate route: It is possible (even scenic) to hike northeast up Palo Verde Canyon, leaving
the canyon to the left (west) up a cholla-infested hillside at about 1850' (the canyon takes a
bend from north to northwest here), attaining the ridge at the 2200' contour).

Notes: When returning, do not descend Palo Verde Canyon (above 2200') or Rattlesnake
Canyon. Stay on the ridge you ascended and watch for "jumping cholla."


https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.30287,-116.19798

Rosa Point Route 2- From Villager Peak

Distance: 4.5 miles one way cross-country, Gain: 1700

6900' total as a loop Time: 4-6 hours one way
Difficulty rating: Class 1, very strenuous Navigation difficulty: Moderate
Trailhead location on Google Maps Road type: Paved

Driving directions:

Drive east on |-10 to the 86S expressway in Indio.

Drive south toward El Centro on SR 86S Expressway for about 35.5 miles to Salton City.
Turn west on the Borrego-Salton Seaway (S22).

Continue 14.8 miles to a parking area on the right (just past the 32 mile marker) and a dirt
road on the left (south). Park in this area on either side of the road. The road on the south
of S22 is signed "Thimble Trail". There is a good car camping spot on the south side of the
highway

It is also possible to reach the trailhead by driving east on S22 from Christmas Circle in
Borrego Springs for about 13.1 miles.

Hiking directions:

From the summit of Villager Peak, descend the south ridge to the 4900' contour.
Hike cross-country east to a saddle at the head of Rattlesnake Canyon.

Continue east on a use trail to a summit known as Mile High Peak.

Follow the undulating ridge southeast to Rosa Point.

Additional Route notes:

Note: A loop trip via Village Route 1 and Rosa Routes 2 and 1 is 17 miles with 7300' of
elevation gain and takes about 13 to 15 hours. It may be easiest to do in reverse because the
ridge of Villager is an easier descent, especially after dark.


https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.38839,-116.2188

Rosa Point Route 3

Distance: 14.5 miles round trip cross-country  Gain: 5500

Time: 10-12 hours round trip

Difficulty rating: Class 1, very strenuous Navigation difficulty: Moderate
Trailhead location on Google Maps Road type: Paved

Driving directions:

Drive east on |-10 to the 86S expressway in Indio.

Drive south toward El Centro on SR 86S Expressway for about 35.5 miles to Salton City.
Turn west on the Borrego-Salton Seaway (S22).

Continue 12.1 miles to a miles to a parking area on the left side of the road just past Call
Box 346.

It is also possible to reach the trailhead by driving east on S22 from Christmas Circle in
Borrego Springs for about 15.8 miles.

Hiking directions:

Enter Smoke Tree Canyon from a wash just east of the Call Box 346. The canyon splits. One
canyon heads east toward the Natural Rock Tanks and the other heads north-northwest.
Hike up dry wash and north-north west canyon past a dry waterfall to an open area
(approximately 3.1 miles).

Leave the wash and hike up a faint use trail to elevation 2260' and turn left on another use
trail following the contours north.

At elevation 2960’ the trail contours in north-northwest direction to a saddle at 3140’ just
west of "Pyramid Peak". "Pyramid Peak" (3480'+, not named on topo, but has a register
can) can be hiked form this location.

Hike northwest and over / down several bumps until you intersect Route 1 at the saddle
(3600'+).

Continue on Route 1 for about a mile to the summit.

Additional Route notes:


https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.28527,-116.1573




