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Mount Minerva Hoyt  26J 

Lat/lon 34.013196,-116.2266719 
UTM 11S 571405E 3763889N 

Elevation: 5405' 
 

View Caltopo map or download GPX Download this pdf guide or visit its official page 

Mount Minerva Hoyt on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA 

Location: Riverside County, about 12 miles northeast of Indio, 130 miles from Los Angeles 

Nearby peaks: Quail Mountain 

Land Manager: Joshua Tree National Park, Joshua Tree NP Visitor Center (760) 367-5500 

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT. 

About the peak 

The name Mount Minerva Hoyt was given to this peak in 2013 and it was added to the HPS list in 

2014. It honors an extraordinary woman whose love of desert plants led her to travel the country 

giving huge exhibits of desert plants and to advocate for desert preservation. Her efforts led 

directly to the formation of Joshua Tree National Monument as well as for protections for the Anza 

Borrego and Death Valley areas.  

With its proximity to Quail Mountain, Minerva Hoyt can be added on to a hike to Quail by any 

route. HPS Route 1 follows Quail Route 4 from the east, departing toward the peak once it is in 

view. Route 2 starts from the northeast from the Quail Springs picnic area and is nearly identical to 

Quail Route 2.  

Depending on which route you chose, consider a visit to the ruins of the historic Lang Mine or to 

Samuelson’s Rocks, where you can read the philosophical musings of the colorful depression-era 

homesteader John Samuelson. 

Notes: Mount Minerva Hoyt can be combined with Quail Mountain which is 1 mile to the 

southwest and accessible from Minerva Hoyt's summit via a good use trail. 

Mount Minerva Hoyt has 2 official HPS routes: 

 

https://caltopo.com/m/1V6M
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/26J_MINERVA_HOYT_dac01-21-2014.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/26J_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/mount-minerva-hoyt/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=34287
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=34.013254&lon=-116.22694


 Mount Minerva Hoyt Route 1  

Distance: 8 miles round trip cross-country Gain: 1600 
Time: 4-5 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, moderate Navigation difficulty:  
Trailhead location on Google Maps   Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions: 

• Take I-10 east past Banning to the intersection with SR 62. 

• Go north on SR 62 to Park Road in the town of Joshua Tree with a sign "Joshua Tree 

National Park". Set odometer and turn right. 

• Drive 14.2 miles to the intersection with the Hidden Valley Campground road entrance. 

• Reset odometer and keep straight on the Loop Road. 

• Drive another 1.1 miles to a turnout on the right (west side of the road). Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (4200'), hike west about 3 miles (aiming for a gully that is just south 

of bump 4859'). 

• Go up his gully to a flat area about 4620'. From here, to the northwest, one can see the 

black-spotted summit of Minerva Hoyt and the ridge leading to the top. 

• Turn right (north), go about ¼ mile staying mostly in the wash. 

• Leave the gully before the gully makes a sharp S-turn to the right (east). 

• Head northwest, climbing over a low fold and then onto the ridge that bears mostly 

northwest. 

• Follow this ridge all the way to the black-spotted summit. 

 

Additional Route notes:  

National Park Service entrance fee is required. 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.00368,-116.1639


 Mount Minerva Hoyt Route 2- From Quail Springs  

Distance: 7 miles round trip cross-country Gain: 2200 
Time: 5-7 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, strenuous Navigation difficulty: Difficult 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions:  

• Take I-10 east past Banning to the intersection with SR 62. 

• Go north on SR 62 to Park Road in the town of Joshua Tree with a sign "Joshua Tree 

National Park". Turn right. 

• Drive 10.9 miles on this road to the Quail Springs Picnic Area on the right. Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (3979'), hike across the desert floor to a prominent wash directly 

southwest. 

• Ascend the wash. At its head, turn south for 0.5 mile to reach a broad saddle at 4240'+. 

• Descend southwest from the saddle into Johnny Lang Canyon, reaching the canyon bottom 

at about 4150'. 

• From here, leave the canyon and hike south up the slope passing bump 5041' on its west 

side. 

• Continue down into saddle 4900' (UTM 720635). 

• Go west up the ridge, staying to the right of the rock outcroppings. 

• Contour left to the saddle south of bump 5405' (Mount Minerva Hoyt). 

• From here, turn right (north) and hike 100 yards to the summit. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

National Park Service entrance fee is required. 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.04117,-116.19781

