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Lost Horse Mountain  26F 

Lat/lon 33.9369546,-116.136115 
UTM 11S 579838E 3755502N 

Elevation: 5313' 
 

View Caltopo map or download gpx Download this pdf guide or visit its official page 

Lost Horse Mountain on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA 

Location: Riverside County, about 12 miles southwest of Twentynine Palms, 142 miles from Los Angeles 

Nearby peaks:  

Land Manager: Joshua Tree National Park, Joshua Tree NP Visitor Center (760) 367-5500 

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT. 

About the peak 

Lost Horse Mountain is named after the Lost Horse Mine, at one time owned by Johnny Lang and 

J.D. Ryan, whose stamp mill is one of the best preserved in the national park system and deserves a 

visit if you are hiking Routes 1 or 2. The mine is in turn named after Johnny Lang's horse, stolen by 

horse thieves. More of its interesting history is recounted at the summit history link.  

There are numerous routes and interesting route variations. Route 1 starts from the Lost Horse 

parking area and follows the Lost Horse Trail through a scenic and easy wash before passing the 

Lost Horse Mine and ascending the peak's northeast ridge. Route 2 starts from the summit of Ryan 

Mountain, descends south over bumps and ridges to trails, posts, and pipelines before joining 

Route 1. Route 3 starts to the west and climbs a beautiful garden-like gully to the summit plateau. 

One excellent variations is to take the Lost Horse Trail, which makes a full loop around the 

formation, south to join Route 3, then returning on Route 1. One can also hike from Ryan 

Campground on the California Riding and Hiking Trail to join Route 2.  

 

Alternate routes: A nice alternate route is from the parking area for route 1 to begin the Lost Horse 

Mine Loop counterclockwise for 1.25 miles then ascend a large prominent gully (Route 3) to the 

southwest ridge of Lost Horse. 

Notes: The restored buildings of the Lost Horse Mine add a point of interest to this hike. The old 

stamp mill is fenced off due to an accident in the early 1990's. 

The region consists of open desert terrain, so many cross-country routes are possible. The peak has 

been climbed from Malapai Hill on the east and also by following the pipeline that connects Ryan 

Campground on the north with the Lost Horse Mine. 

Lost Horse Mountain has 3 official HPS routes: 

https://caltopo.com/m/423P
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/26DF_RYAN_MTN_LOST_HORSE_cs11-02-2002.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/26F_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/lost-horse-mountain/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=1519
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=33.93665&lon=-116.136355


 



 Lost Horse Mountain Route 1- Lost Horse Mine Trail  

Distance: 5 miles round trip on road and 
cross-country 

Gain: 900 
Time: 2.5 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, easy Navigation difficulty: Easy 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   Road type: Dirt 

 

Driving directions: 

• Take I-10 east past Banning to the intersection with SR 62. 

• Go north on SR 62 to Park Road in the town of Joshua Tree with a sign "Joshua Tree 

National Park". Turn right. 

• Drive 16 miles on this road to the intersection with the Keys View Road. Turn right. 

• Continue 2.5 miles farther to the Lost Horse Mine Road on the left. Turn left. 

• Drive this road southeast, 1.0 mile to its end at a parking lot at a locked gate. Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (4,580'), pass the gate and hike east up a wash about 100' to a sign 

"Trail". 

• Turn left and follow the trail, actually an old road, to where it goes up a gully below the 

Lost Horse Mine building, and comes out on a saddle south-southeast of the mine. 

• Here, leave the road and go up the ridge to the right (southwest) to the summit. 

 

Additional Route notes:  

National Park Service entrance fee is required. 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.95055,-116.15969


 Lost Horse Mountain Route 2- From Ryan Mountain  

Distance: 4 miles one way, 11 miles round 
trip including Ryan Mountain 

Gain: 1300 
Time: 3 hours one way 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, moderate Navigation difficulty: Moderate 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   Road type: Dirt 

 

Driving directions:  

• See directions for Ryan Mountain. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the top of Ryan Mountain (see Ryan Mountain guide), follow the ridge south and 

then southwest over bump 5280'. 

• Continue south to bump 5194'. 

• From bump 5194', hike down the steep ridge south to the California Riding and Hiking Trail. 

• Turn left (southeast) and hike up this trail for about 0.6 mile until the trail turns east at 

saddle 4550'. You will see a wash on your right (south). There is also a wooden sign here. 

• Turn right (south) and follow the wash south till it ends. 

• Continue south up a slope. You will see an old pipeline. 

• Follow the pipeline south down into a gully and then up to Lost Horse Mine. 

• From the mine, walk south to the Lost Horse Mine Trail, turn left (east) and proceed as in 

Route 1. 

• Either return the way you came or walk out to the Lost Horse parking lot (requires a car 

shuttle). 

 

Additional Route notes: 

From Ryan Mountain. National Park Service entrance fee is required.  

Note: One can avoid the saddle at 4760' by walking around the southern bump. This will only 

save about 20' of elevation gain and will result in an extra 1/4 mile of walking distance. 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.98646,-116.13451


Lost Horse Mountain Route 3 

Distance: 5 miles round trip, cross-country Gain: 900 
Time: 4 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, moderate Navigation difficulty: Moderate 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions:  

• Take I-10 east past Banning to the intersection with SR 62. 

• Go north on SR 62 to Park Road in the town of Joshua Tree with a sign "Joshua Tree 

National Park". Turn right. 

• Drive 16 miles on this road to the intersection with the Keys View Road. Turn right. 

• Continue 4.3 miles (1.8 miles past the Lost Horse Mine Road) to a parking turnout on the 

left. 

• Park here. Room for 3 to 4 vehicles. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (4850'), walk back down the paved road for about 1/4 mile. 

• Leave the road on the right and proceed east for 0.9 miles to a shallow saddle at 4760'. 

• From this shallow saddle, drop down 60' to a wash at 4700'. 

• In the wash, turn right and proceed 100 meters to a large gully. 

• Go east up this gully to a plateau at 5000' that is about 0.5 miles west of the summit. 

• Continue east for 0.4 miles to the summit plateau at 5280'. 

• Turn right (SE) and proceed about 50 meters to the summit. 

• Note: One can avoid the saddle at 4760' by walking around the southern bump. This will 

only save about 20' of elevation gain and will result in an extra 1/4 mile of hiking distance. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

Notes: One can avoid the saddle at 4760' by walking around the southern bump. This will only 

save about 20' of elevation gain and will result in an extra 1/4 mile of hiking distance. National 

Park Service entrance fee. 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.93283,-116.17409


 


