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Ryan Mountain 26D

Lat/lon 33.9861188,-116.1347262 Elevation: 5457'

UTM 11S 579920E 3760954N

View Caltopo map or download gpx Download this pdf guide or visit its official page
Ryan Mountain on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA

Location: Riverside County, about 10 miles southwest of Twentynine Palms, 145 miles from Los Angeles
Nearby peaks:
Land Manager: Joshua Tree National Park, Joshua Tree NP Visitor Center (760) 367-5500

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT.

About the peak

Ryan Mountain is a prominent peak that calls out to you as you drive on Park Boulevard in Joshua
Tree National Park. It is named for the Ryan brothers who started the Lost Horse Mine and whose
ranch, a short walk from Ryan campground, is worth a visit and through which Route 3 passes.

Route 1 is a moderate and very popular trail hike that ascends large stone steps before wandering
across the summit plateau to the peak, which has excellent views in all directions. Route 2 starts
near Sheep Pass campground, heading south then west to ascend a ridge to a saddle near the
summit. Route 3 starts from Ryan campground, passes the ruins of Ryan Ranch with its old adobe
buildings, then ascends a steep gully to a saddle south of the peak.

Notes: It is possible to hike from the top of Ryan Mountain to Lost Horse Mountain. See the Lost
Horse Mountain guide for details.

Ryan Mountain has 3 official HPS routes:


https://caltopo.com/m/423P
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/26DF_RYAN_MTN_LOST_HORSE_cs11-02-2002.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/26D_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/ryan-mountain/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=1518
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=33.986287&lon=-116.134627

Ryan Mountain Route 1- Ryan Mountain Trail

Distance: 3 miles round trip on trail Gain: 1100

Time: 1.5 hours round trip
Difficulty rating: Class 1, easy Navigation difficulty: Easy
Trailhead location on Google Maps Road type: Paved

Driving directions:
e Take I-10 east past Banning to the intersection with SR 62.

e Go north on SR 62 to the Park Road in the town of Joshua Tree with a sign "Joshua Tree
National Park". Turn right.

e Drive 16 miles on this road to the intersection with the Keys View Road. Keep left.
e Continue 2.0 miles farther to a large parking lot on the right. Park here.

Hiking directions:

e From the parking area (4391'), hike south on the trail that starts at a sign "Ryan Mtn."
about 300 yards to a junction.

e Turn right and hike up the Ryan Mountain Trail to the summit.

Additional Route notes:
National Park Service entrance fee is required.


https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.00247,-116.13568

Ryan Mountain Route 2

Distance: 4 miles round trip on trail and Gain: 1000

cross-country Time: 2 hours round trip
Difficulty rating: Class 1, easy Navigation difficulty: Moderate
Trailhead location on Google Maps Road type: Paved

Driving directions:
e From the Ryan Mountain Trail parking lot (see Route 1), continue 0.6 mile further east to
the entrance of Sheep Pass Group Campground. Park here on the north side of the road in
the pullout. Do not park in the campground unless you have reservations.

Hiking directions:

e From the parking area (4489'), hike into the campground along the campground road to
the site furthest east.

e Turn right (southeast), hike through this campsite and onto a well defined trail that goes
generally south.

e The trail splits at 0.7 mile from your start. Take the western fork and continue until the trail
ends.

e From this point, hike 0.6 mile at a bearing of 220° aiming for the ridge that runs east to
west and ends up 0.25 mile north of the peak (at the letter "O" in the word Mountain on
the HPS topo map).

e Ascend this ridge.

e The Ryan Mountain Trail crosses the ridge near its top. Turn south (left) on the Ryan
Mountain Trail and hike 0.25 mile to the top.

Additional Route notes:
National Park Service entrance fee is required.


https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.00179,-116.1245

Ryan Mountain Route 3

Distance: 3 miles round trip on trail and Gain: 1200

cross-country Time: 2 hours round trip
Difficulty rating: Class 1, easy Navigation difficulty: Moderate
Trailhead location on Google Maps Road type: Dirt

Driving directions:

Take I-10 east past Banning to the intersection with SR 62.

Go north on SR 62 to the Park Blvd in the town of Joshua Tree with a sign "Joshua Tree
National Park". Turn right.

Drive 15.8 miles on this road to the intersection with the Keys View Road. Keep straight.
Continue 0.5 mile to the Ryan Mountain Campground Road.

Turn right and go 0.5 mile to the campground and park at the day parking spot across from
site #16. There is room for about 3-4 cars.

Hiking directions:

From the campground follow the trail about 0.3 mile to the old Ryan Ranch ruins.

From the ruins, you will see a gully approximately northeast of the ruins. Cross-country 0.7
mile to the mouth of the gully.

Hike up the gully in southeast direction for about % mile to a saddle.

At the saddle, turn left (north) and hike % mile to the summit. Be sure to visit the Ryan
Ranch along your way to see the ruins of old adobe houses and ranch equipment.

Additional Route notes:
National Park Service entrance fee is required.


https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=33.98188,-116.1538




