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Galena Peak  25G- Star Emblem Peak 

Lat/lon 34.0711229,-116.8461337 
UTM 11S 514197E 3770053N 

Elevation: 9324' 
 

View Caltopo map or download GPX Download this pdf guide or visit its official page 

Galena Peak on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA 

Location: San Bernardino County, about 10 miles north of Banning, 80 miles from Los Angeles 

Nearby peaks: Little San Gorgonio Peak 

Land Manager: The Wildlands Conservancy, Galena Peak Wilderness (909) 790-3698 

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT. 

About the peak 

Galena, named for the lead-bearing ore that can be found here, is one of the most challenging of 

the HPS peaks, and a real test piece for hikers trying to complete the list. It has interesting views of 

Dobbs and San Gorgonio to the north, Mill Creek Canyon and its infamous jumpoff below, and 

portions of the Yucaipa Ridge, to which it is connected by an exposed third class ridge that has 

become increasingly dangerous to traverse over time. 

During the winter of 2023 severe storms resulted in severe rockfall into the canyon and unstable 

conditions on the headwall, making conditions very slow and more dangerous. Route 1 was 

withdrawn in July 2024 because of continued high rock fall risk that makes it too dangerous for 

groups on official outings, and we no longer recommend it for individuals. Instead, we have added 

Route 2, though the directions for Route 1 have been retained for hstoric interest. 

Route 2 starts from the Vivian Creek Trail and follows it until 1.3 miles past High Camp before going 

over the ridge and descending steeply cross country to the Mill Creek Jumpoff. It then continues up 

to the peak along its steep north ridge like the original Route 1. This very strenuous route might 

best be done as a backpack for many people. 

Note: HPS policy requires the possession and use of a climbing helmet on Class 3 terrain or where 

the hazard of rockfall is present. 

Special conditions: Near the beginning of the hiking route, you may see a sign stating that 

Wilderness permits are required. This is intended for hikers of the Vivian Creek Trail. This trail 

crosses the wash and enters the San Gorgonio Wilderness. The route to Galena Peak does not 

enter this Wilderness. A permit is not required. 

Alternate routes: The summit has been reached by hiking a third class route over the ridge from 

Little San Gorgonio and from Snow Peak, which is to the southeast. Continuing north from the top 

of the headwall (Mill Creek Jumpoff) leads, through dense brush, to the Vivian Creek Trail.  

https://caltopo.com/m/3037
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/25G_GALENA_PEAK_cs08-18-1998.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/25G_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/galena-peak/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=1421
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=34.071159&lon=-116.846383


The peak and area around it are part of the Galena Peak Wilderness Reserve, managed by the 

Wildlands Conservancy. No permission or permits are required to hike there at the present time. 

Galena Peak has 2 official HPS routes: 

 



 Galena Peak Route 1- Headwall Route  

Distance: 8 miles round trip on trail and 
cross-country 

Gain: 3300 
Time: 7-8 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 2, strenuous Navigation difficulty: Moderate 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions: 

• Take I-10 east past San Bernardino to the Orange Street exit (SR 38). 

• Go one block east, then go north (left) 0.5 mile to Lugonia Avenue. Turn right on SR 38 

(east). 

• Continue east on SR 38 for 8 miles to Mill Creek Ranger Station, a standard rendezvous 

spot. 

• Continue past the Ranger Station another 5 miles to a junction with the Valley of the Falls 

Road on the right. Turn right. 

• Drive up this paved road for 5 miles to the parking lot at the end of the road. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• This route has been withdrawn because the high risk of rock fall makes it unsafe to conduct 

official outings with groups. Those hiking individually should be aware of the high risk of 

rock fall. 

• From the parking lot (6080'), hike east up the road past a locked gate to its end. 

• Keeping on the right side of the canyon continue east a short distance on a use trail to a 

point where it drops into the wash. 

• Continue up the canyon, passing a class 3 waterfall on its right side. 

• Continue to the top of the Mill Creek Jumpoff headwall at 8456'. Note: Conditions in the 

canyon change after heavy rainfall. 

• The best route up the headwall is to ascend the gray-colored dirt up the center then, near 

the top, contour to the left on steep slopes to a break in the vegetation (see map) to join 

the saddle. Avoid starting up the left side (in the tan dirt), as the ascent is not viable, 

becoming very steep and loose, and it is very difficult to traverse to the right from there. 

WARNING: the wall is concave in shape, so gets steeper with elevation. This is not apparent 

from below, so the tan dirt can seem to be superior. Do not fall into this trap! 

• Beware of loose rock! The boulders in the canyon are unstable. 

• Continue south up the ridge, following a faint use trail, which finally bears around to the 

right to a saddle. Turn left and go up to the summit. A peak to the west is higher but is not 

the official summit. 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.08243213267411,-116.89352137406392


• Note: HPS policy requires the possession and use of a climbing helmet where the hazard of 

rockfall is present. 

 

Additional Route notes:  

Permits are not required for this route. 

 



 Galena Peak Route 2- Vivian Creek Trail  

Distance: 17.5 miles round trip on trail and 
cross-country 

Gain: 6100 
Time: 10-12 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 2, very strenuous Navigation difficulty: Moderate 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions:  

• Take I-10 east past San Bernardino to the Orange Street exit (SR 38). 

• Go one block east, then go north (left) 0.5 mile to Lugonia Avenue. Turn right on SR 38 

(east). 

• Go 8.0 miles to the Mill Creek Ranger Station. 

• Continue east on SR 38 about 5 miles to the Valley of the Falls Road on the right. Turn right. 

• Drive 4.25 miles to the Big Falls parking area at the end of the road. Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (6080'), hike past the locked gate on the initially paved road east for 

1/2 mile to where the trail descends into the wash. 

• Cross the wash and pick up the trail again on the north side. 

• Continue up the Vivian Creek Trail 5.6 miles to High Camp. 

• From High Camp, continue 1.3 miles to the bottom of the last switchback at 9780’ before 

the ridge that includes bump 10131, without continuing to 10131. 

• Proceed south over the ridge to descend the steep SSE ridge toward the Mill Creek 

Jumpoff, which will now be in view. 

• Traverse the jumpoff, staying below its top to the east to avoid brush.  

• Continue south up the ridge to the peak, following a faint use trail, which finally bears 

around to the right to a saddle. Turn left and go up to the summit. A peak to the west is 

higher but is not the official summit. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

Wilderness permits for day or overnight use are required for all routes. They can be obtained 

online at sgwa.org or at the Mill Creek Ranger Station, 9 miles from Redlands on SR 38. Mill 

Creek Ranger Station, Route 1, Box 264, Mentone, CA 92359, (909) 794-1123 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.08243213267411,-116.89352137406392

