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Sugarloaf Mountain  22D- Star Emblem Peak 

Lat/lon 34.1988978,-116.8144708 
UTM 11S 517093E 3784225N 

Elevation: 9952' 
 

View Caltopo map or download gpx Download this pdf guide or visit its official page 

Sugarloaf Mountain on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA 

Location: San Bernardino County, about 7 miles southeast of Big Bear Lake, 104 miles from Los Angeles 

Nearby peaks:  

Land Manager: San Bernardino National Forest, Mountaintop Ranger District (909) 382-2790 

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT. 

About the peak 

At nearly 10,000 feet, Sugarloaf mountain is the highest peak in the area outside of the San 

Gorgonio Wilderness. It has sweeping views of the Big Bear area and much of the San Bernardinos 

on beautifully forested trails. There are numerous routes to hike Sugarloaf, all of which are 

wonderful outings.   

Route 1 starts with a drive on high-clearance dirt road from Highway 38 in the south to reach the 

beginning of the summit ridge. A use trail winds its way west through beautiful forest and across 

several bumps to the peak. Route 2, the Sugarloaf National Recreation Trail, starts from the Big 

Bear side and ascends Green Canyon to join Route 1. Route 3, the easiest route, follows the same 

ridge but from the west; it crosses a ski area and is not accessible when the ski area is in operation. 

Route 4 starts from Sand Canyon Road and ascends a narrow gully to meet Route 3. Route 5 is a 

longer endeavor, starting at Highway 38 from the south on the scenic Wildhorse Trail through 

meadow and forest. There is a campsite on the way at Wildhorse Creek. Any way you want to go, 

and you may want to try all of them, this peak is a gem. 

Notes: You can combine Routes 2 and 4 into a 11-mile loop with 2600' of elevation gain by walking 

back on 2N27 or 2N93. You can shorten it to 8 miles by setting up a car or bicycle shuttle between 

the trailheads. 

Sugarloaf Mountain has 5 official HPS routes: 

 

https://caltopo.com/m/6P61
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/22D_SUGARLOAF_MTN_dac06-18-2013.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/22D_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/sugarloaf-mountain/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=1402
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=34.199037&lon=-116.81465


 Sugarloaf Mountain Route 1- From Wildhorse Meadows  

Distance: 7 miles round trip on abandoned 
road and trail 

Gain: 1600 
Time: 4 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, moderate Navigation difficulty: Moderate 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: High-clearance 

 

Driving directions: 

• Take I-10 east past San Bernardino to the Orange Street exit (SR 38). 

• Go one block east, then go north (left) 0.5 mile to Lugonia Avenue. Turn right on SR 38 

(east). 

• Continue east on SR 38 about 33 miles to 1N02, the road to Heart Bar Campground, on the 

right. Keep straight. 

• Go another 2.2 miles on SR 38 to a dirt road, 2N93, on the left (north). Turn left. 

• Follow 2N93 for 6.0 miles to Wildhorse Meadows. There is a fork to a gated dirt road on 

the left (west). Park on the right just before this fork. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (8700'), the trail begins on the left side of the road at a break in the 

fence. Hike west along the ridge over a broad plateau and down into a saddle with a sign 

"Sugarloaf Trail" at a trail junction (8972'). 

• Continue on the road, which becomes a trail (2E02A). 

• Follow the trail west along the ridge, down into a saddle (9600'+), and up to the summit 

where you will find a sign on a pile of rocks. 

 

Additional Route notes:  

Special conditions: Dirt road 2N93 is seasonal. 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.20581,-116.76483


 Sugarloaf Mountain Route 2- Sugarloaf Trail  

Distance: 10 miles round trip Gain: 2600 
Time: 5-6 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, moderate Navigation difficulty: Easy 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: High-clearance 

 

Driving directions:  

• Take I-10 east past San Bernardino to the Orange Street exit (SR 38). 

• Go one block east, then go north (left) 0.5 mile to Lugonia Avenue. Turn right on SR 38 

(east). 

• Continue east on SR 38 about 33 miles to 1N02, the road to Heart Bar Campground, on the 

right. Keep straight. 

• Go another 12.2 miles on SR 38 to Hatchery Drive. Turn left. Note your odometer and go as 

follows: 

• At 0.55 mile, a fork to the right. Keep straight. 

• At 1.3 miles, Sugarloaf Trail on the right. Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (7560'+), hike up the Sugarloaf Trail to a trail junction on the ridge 

(8972'). 

• Turn right and follow the trail (2E02A) west along the ridge, down into a saddle (9600'+), 

and up to the summit where you will find a sign on a pile of rocks. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.21863,-116.80652


Sugarloaf Mountain Route 3- From Ski Area 

Distance: 9 miles round trip Gain: 2800 
Time: 5-6 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, moderate Navigation difficulty: Moderate 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass maAdventure Pass may be 
required be requiredes 

Road type: Dirt 

 

Driving directions:  

• Drive east on I-10 to I-215. 

• Go north on I-215 to SR 210. 

• Go east on SR 210 to SR 330. 

• Go north on SR 330 to Running Springs. Turn right on SR 18. 

• Continue on SR 18 to the junction of SR 18 and SR 38. Reset your odometer here. 

• Continue 6.0 miles on SR 18 to Moonridge Road. Turn right (south). 

• At 6.8 miles, turn right (south) on Club View. 

• At 8.1 miles, Club View becomes 2N10 (past the ski area). Continue on 2N10. 

• At 8.8 miles, continue straight at the junction of 2N10E (which crosses 2N10 from both 

your right and left). 

• At 9.3 miles, turn left (east) on 2N06. 

• At 10.0 miles, go straight on 2N21. 

• At 10.4 miles, park at the clearing before the gate. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area, hike east along the road past the ski area over several bumps to the 

saddle at the base of Sugarloaf (about 3 miles). The road becomes a trail past the last ski lift 

on the bump named Sugarlump. The road and trail generally follow a long ridge that goes 

generally east toward the mountain from the parking area. 

• Hike up the slope to the top. Note your way for the return as the return to the saddle is not 

obvious. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

Special conditions: Route 3 crosses the Bear Mountain Ski Area. Permission to hike across the 

ski area is required. Alternative routes are possible that by-pass the ski area, but they have 

not yet been explored and documented. 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.21221,-116.8698


Sugarloaf Mountain Route 4- From Sand Canyon Road 

Distance: 5.2 miles round trip on use trail and 
cross country 

Gain: 2400 
Time: 4 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, moderate Navigation difficulty: Moderate 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: Dirt 

 

Driving directions:  

• Drive east on I-10 to I-215. 

• Go north on I-215 to SR 210. 

• Go east on SR 210 to SR 330. 

• Go north on SR 330 to Running Springs. Turn right on SR 18. 

• Continue on SR 18 to the junction of SR 18 and SR 38. Reset your odometer here. 

• Continue 6.0 miles on SR 18 to Moonridge Road. Turn right (south). 

• At 7.8 miles, turn left onto Sand Canyon Road. Follow Sand Canyon Road, making three left 

turns to stay on Sand Canyon. 

• At 8.9 miles, Sand Canyon Road turns to good dirt Forest Road 2N27. 

• At 9.7 miles, park at a turnout at a hairpin turn. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area, pick up a faint trail leading south through a gap in the fence. 

• At 0.2 mile, come to a T-junction. Turn right, and go 15 yards to a shallow draw that may be 

marked with a cairn. 

• Turn left and hike up the draw. For a while, you may be able to avoid brush in the draw by 

taking a very faint use path on the left side of the draw. 

• Continue up the draw to join Route 3 on the ridge at 8570', 1.0 miles from the start. 

• Turn left and follow a trail along the ridge toward Sugarloaf Mountain. 

• A 9200', 2.2 miles, the trail reaches the final slope of Sugarloaf Mountain and becomes too 

faint to follow. 

• Hike up the slope to the top. Note your way for the return as the return to the saddle is not 

obvious. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.22011,-116.83477


Sugarloaf Mountain Route 5- Wildhorse Trail 

Distance: 16 miles round trip Gain: 3800 
Time: 9 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, moderate Navigation difficulty: Moderate 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions:  

• From Redlands, drive east on SR 38 to the turnoff for the Wildhorse Creek Trail on the left, 

just before mile marker 038 SBD 34.30 and 0.2 mile before the Heart Bar Campground 

Road on the right. 

• Turn left (north) and drive about 20 yards up a dirt road to a signed parking area. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area, hike up the Wildhorse Trail 4 miles to Wildhorse Creek Trail Camp. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.16287,-116.78862

