THE

LOOKOUT

V57 NS5 September - October 2020




HPS Lookout Newsletter
Table of Contents

Table OF CONLENLS, ..oeeeiiiiieieieiiiee ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e s e aaaaeeeas
Letter From The Chair, by Michael DIlIenbacki ...........cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccee st are e e e e e nnaee s
2020 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.........oooiiiiiee ettt ettt et sae st et e sseesseenseeneesseensesseenseennens
Management Committee Teleconference Minutes 5-12-20.........c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt

Wilderness First Aid Flyer, by Jane SIMPSON........ccccviiiiuiiiiiiieiiieecieeeeiee et e et e et e e steeesteeessseeessseeesseessseessseessseeesseesnns
Hundred Peaks Section Membership Report by Ryan B. LyNCh.........cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiicccece e

HPS LooKOUt SUDSCIIPHION FOTM....iiiiiiiiiiiiieie ettt ettt e b e et e et eeateebeesabeebeesabeenbeesnbeenseesaneans
Letter From The Outings Chair, by Mat KeITNeT............coooiiiiiiiiii et e e e e eeeaaee s
| N O 2 ) USRS

SUIMIMIES . ...ttt ettt et s a e e bt e st e ate s bt eas e ee e e sb e ea bt ea s e eh e emb e ee e e eh e em bt ea e e eh e et e eateese e bt emteeb e et e enteeste bt ennesneents
The Navigation Corner, by BOD IMYETS .....cccuoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee ettt ettt sttt sae e

Hildreth Peak, DY CoDY KINE........coiiiiiiiiiiieiiece ettt ettt et e et et eebe e seessbeessaeesbeenseeesseensaessseenseesnseenses
Morris, Russel and Backus, by Ted LubeshKoff ..........c.ooiiiii et

Mount Baldy, DY STACY IMOOTE .....cc.eeiiieiiieiieitie ettt ettt ettt e et e stte et eestteesbeessteesseesaeesseanssesnseensseasseenssesnseensseenseennnas

Granite Mountain #2, by Larry EAMONAS........cccueiiiiiiiee ettt e et e s e e aa e e sabeeesaeeesaeeensaee e

Hike to All Seventeen “10,000ers” by Bill STMPSON....cccuiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieeciee ettt tee e see s e esve e e reaeeeeaeessaeessaeessaeees
MILESTONES . ...ttt ettt b et e h e bt et s a e et e e st ebt e bt et e ehe e st e e bt e et e bt eabeebe e bt eabeeaeenbeennesueenseens
Chasing The Comet, by Mark S. ALLCIL ..cc..oouiiiiiiiiei ettt sttt ettt et et ees

SUITIIIIIES et e ettt e et e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ean e e eeeeeeaaean e e aaeeeeeaaanannaaeeeeeeeeanannnaaeeeeeeeeaannnaaeeeeeennnannns

JIN OaK PROTOZIAPNY ... .iiitiiieiiiiieeie ettt ettt ettt e ettt e st eesteestteesbeessaeessaeesseesseensseenseessseesseensseensaensseasseenssesnseenssennns

L. Wildeaniss First Lid Rifriesher

Vrtnal

am 1Y mimikp iy

T PR L o SRR Y
.

e e m wwi TR

Chasﬁ!ﬁg T he
.Come;a

AND BACKUS =

PAGE 15




Letter From The Chair

Hi HPS’ers!

Sad, Sad, Sad!
Our world, country, state and HPS have been severely affected by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Covid stats here in California have been improving somewhat but not nearly quick enough for the

Sierra Club to restore events and hikes.

Recently National SC announced that their offices will be closed through February 28, 2021 and
that travel and in-person meetings will remain on pause. What this means is that all SC sponsored
outings will be closed indefinitely. Check Mat Kelliher’s Outings Article elsewhere in this Lookout
for his comments about the potential for outings to be restarted. Based on what I have seen so far, I

am not hopeful that HPS will be leading outings or having our typical events anytime soon.

The net result is that we have cancelled our remaining HPS 2020 events. The Oktoberfest and the
Holiday Hoopla are cancelled. Additionally our January 2021 HPS Annual Awards Banquet is
cancelled. The November 8, 2020 Angeles Chapter Banquet has been moved to May 2, 2021. There
is some discussion about having some type of Virtual Awards Event to hand out awards to all the
deserving honorees. HPS is due to receive two awards. HPS is to receive A Certificate of Merit and
Ignacia Doggett is to receive a Special Award. If the virtual event isn’t done, my guess is these
awards would be presented at next years Annual Awards Banquet.

I have seen that many of our members have been out climbing our peaks on private hikes in
small groups. Be safe. Social distance and wear masks when social distancing isn’t possible. Also,
limit carpooling to household members. Don’t become a Covid-19 stat.

Be and stay safe!

Mike
HPS Chair
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Hundred Peaks Section
MCOMM Teleconference

Michael Dillenback -Chair 5-12-2020
Coby King — Vice Chair

Mark S. Allen - Secretary

George Christiansen - Access and Mountain Records
Mike Dilllenback — Programs Chair

Sheedhar "Reddy" Yetur, Asst Programs Chair
William Chen, Outreach, Asst. Programs Chair

Mat Kelliher, Outings and Safety Chair

Jim Hagar - Member At Large

Bill Simpson

Meeting Call to order: 6:25pm

Chair Report, Michael Dillenback:

Lookout Article. Discussion of article for HPS Newsletter. Discussed and approved Navigation Corner article
to run article with Bill Simpson's article. Both articles Approved for V57 N3 May-June 2020 Lookout
Newsletter. (Michael D./Mark/Apvd)

Membership Chair Role Replacement- Discussion on-going at this time.

Angeles Chapter Banquet Nov. 8th (Tentative) -

HPS Outing for WTC Alumni Hike Jim Hagar (Tentative) - Discussed and referred to next meeting

David Harris, 2020 Banquet Speaker Suggestions, Coby King - Discussed and referred to next meeting
Outings and Safety, Mat Kelliher: No scheduled outings through June 14th.

Secretary’s Report. Mark S. Allen: Discussion and approval of March 10, 2020 Teleconference Minutes (Apvd)
3-10-2020 Teleconference Minutes to Karen Leverich for Website: www.hundredpeaks.org

Treasurer’s Report, (Laura Newman) March - April. Apvd and Filed)
Membership Report Michael McCarty / Ryan Lynch.- Tabled

HUNDRED PEAKS SECTION MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Jan/Feb 2020 Michael McCarty, HPS Membership Chair

New Members Donations 19 Life Members
Matt Liao Gary Gillan - §16 211 Members
Tim Lawnicki 22 Houschold
Wade Graham 16 Subscribers
268
100 Peaks Emblem

#1216 - Nahid Shirazi - Rock Point - 1/5/2020

200 Peaks Bar
#507 - Sreedhar Yetur - Madulce Peak - 10/26/2019

100 Peaks Leadership Emblem
#57 - Sreedhar Yetur - Bare Mountain - 8/3,/2019

(V57 N5 Page 5)


http://www.hundredpeaks.org

. Mountain Records / Access Report, by George Christiansen: .
Due to the Coronavirus,

ALL peaks are closed (but not suspended) relative to HPS scheduled hikes (currently through June 14). If members are
involved in private hikes, access to the desired peaks must be researched individually relative to trail and area closures.
These conditions continue to change daily, with many areas now opening.

. SUSPENSIONS — Modjeska Peak (18B) is currently the only officially suspended HPS Peak.
. Programs, Michael Dillenback, William Chen, Sheedhar "Reddy" Yetur

. 2020 Spring Fling. All HPS Events canceled through June 14, 2020

. 2020 Waterman Rendezvous, 6-27-2020 (Tentative) Still could be canceled

. 2020 Oktoberfest/ Fall Festival, October 17th and 18th (ReddyYetur)

. 2021 HPS Awards Banquet, January 9th, 2021 ( Michael Dillenback )

. Holiday Hoopla -Dec. 4th -6th (Michael Dillenback)

. Outreach Report, William Chen. Nothing new to report.

. Merchandising Report, Nothing new to report.
Meeting Adjourned: 8:00pm

C: Wilderness First Aid Refresher

(Virtual)

Date and Time:
Sat, Oet 31, 2020 7:30 AR (Local Time)

Organized Br:

Angeles Chapter Leadership Tralning

Event Organizers:

Steven schuster
steve.n.wlacZigigmail.com
T14-315-1886

Wilderess Fost Aid Refresbier. The eourse mins from T:530 ao to 5215 pooon Satarday. All instruction is
remote (via the web) at vour location. Completion of a previons wildemess first aid coorse of 16 howrs or
wore i 2013 ar later iscequired 1o enroll Fre S50 000 wefimd watil 10¢10/20). For sign-up, sce instie-
trows i application af weee owildemmesslirstardecwrse. ore: 5o o the Applivaiion and Errollent menn
It

Coslz $50 full refuned wmtd 10410

Signup Instroctions: Cret the application at e site voder "Applicatton asud Eurellent.”

Signup Restrictions: Conpletion of a previons wildemess sl aid cowse of 16 lows or wone i 2015 or
later 15 reepored to erowoll Exnsi] leader with questions.
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HUNDRED PEAKS SECTION MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Jun/Jul 2020
Ryan B. Lynch, HPS Membership Chair

New Members
e (arrett Marcotte
e Matt Liao
Donations
e Jin Oak Chung - $250
Membership Statistics
e 19 Life Members
e 185 Members
e 20 Household
e 12 Subscribers
236 TOTAL
Emblems
200 Peaks bar
e (Gloria Nafel - Tip Top Peak - 5/15/2020

Hundred Peaks Section (HPS)
Lookout Subscription Form

{There are no prerequisites to become a subscriber)

Name {(or names if
household}

Street Address

City State Zip

Phone Email

Sierra Club Membership No. (required for new members)

IFYOU WISH TO BECOME A MEMBER. PLEASE SEND ALIST OF 25 PEAKS YOU HAVE HIKFED
THAT ARE ON THE HPS LIST, with the month and year of the peak completion. (See the HPS Website.
_for a list of the 275 or so HPS peaks.)

All rates are for 6 issues/year, delivered electronically.

Basic Subscription: $9 for 1 year, $17 for 2 years, $24 for 3 years

Sustaining Subscription (helps to cover other section expenses): $20 for 1 year, $39 for 2 years, $57 for 3 years
Lifetime Subscription: $500 '

Amount enclosed $

HPS Subscription email address: lookout membership@hundredpeaks.org
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Letter From The Outings Chair
Howdy Hikers,

Recently the Sierra Club announced that their offices will be closed through February 28, 2021,
and that travel and in-person meetings will remain on pause. What this means for outings is that they
will remain closed -- indefinitely.

National, with input from Angeles and other Chapters, is hard at work trying to come up with a plan
for safely re-opening outings. If they are able to come up with a safe plan, it will likely consist of a
phased approach, with severe restrictions and limitations placed on where and how far we can go, that
will gradually ease up as specific predefined benchmarks in the local and national response to the
COVID-19 pandemic are reached. Outings may not reopen until the pandemic is completely under
control in all states, or they might reopen a little sooner on state by state basis. Or, they might not
reopen until a safe and effective vaccine is available and in widespread use. We've been told that we'll
get more information on this sometime in mid-September. Personally, | suspect that open HPS outings
are a long way off, likely well beyond the Feb 2021 date. When we do get more information, I'll be sure
to pass it along to you.

In the meantime, if you're getting out there on private trips, be sure to keep in compliance with state
and local regulations. And be aware of the impact you might have on the communities you travel
through. Follow social distancing practices, wear a face mask, and wash your hands often. Other than
those you live with, avoid carpooling and don't share food/drink. Stay healthy, safe, and fit, hopefully
we'll all be able to get together out there again soon.

Mat Kelliher
HPS Outings Chair

LTC SEMINAR IS GOING VIRTUAL

L1, Leadership Iraining Commictes, is
developing A virtual leadership training conrse,

A of presys time, the cxact date s not yet scet,
Yo oapeod to have o class ready o laooch in
October.

The event will e via Foom amd be 4-5 hours,
Citteer October Lt or 11k, 2020 and we"ll pot
the word out as soon as that is official.

Asli LTC fur more information,
Yisit the 10 Seminar page on onr wehsite:

httpsziwwwsicrra cloboors‘aneeleslendership-
putingsileadership-traning. seninay
= i

First priorits 1s glven m the Apedl Replstrants, The attemdoes will e Hilwed as

this will e our fivst vivtual LTC Semipar 16all goes well we will scheduls

unather before Spring 2021, Coptael: | T PSem oo Bes sl nesmoil 2 om
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THE

LOOKOUT

OFFICTAL NEWSLETTER OF THE HUNDRED PEAKS SECTION

Cover: Mount Lowe. Taken by Coby King during hike to
Brown Mountain 3-20-2016

Private Hike to Josephine Peak, Isa Galan

Private Hike, The 3 T's, Gordan Jenkins and Chris Feifer
(V57 N5 Page 9)



THE NAVIGATION CORNER:
THE STATION FIRE’SIMPACT ON VEGETATION

By Bob Myers, LTC Navigation Chair

Wildfires have a big impact on the natural places where we like to hike. The impact of these
fires continues long after the flames are extinguished. One of the fires that impacted our hiking
areas was the Station Fire that raged through Angeles National Forest in 2009. | examined
vegetation recovery within the Station Fire’s perimeter as part of a course | recently completed at
Penn State.

The Station Fire was started by an arsonist on August 26, 2009, and rapidly burned over 250
sguare miles of national forest land — nearly 25% of the land mass of Angeles National Forest
(Thompson, Kaplan and Gomberg, The Station Fire: An Example of aLarge Wildfirein the
Absence of Significant Wind 2010, 1). Although not fully contained until early October, most of
the fire growth occurred between August 26 to September 4. The progression of thefireis
illustrated below.

Station Fire
September 4, 2009
CA-ANF-3622

Fire Progression Legend
Aug 27 I Avz 25 N
Aug 20 I Aug 30 [ ]
Aug 31 I Sep 1 |

Sep 2 Seps N
Sep+ N

Image Source: Thompson, Kaplan and Gomberg 2010.

The Station Fire resulted in profound changes in vegetation within the fire’s perimeter. A
comparison of before and after vegetation indices created by the MODIS Terra satellite shows
that most vegetation was destroyed.
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30, 2009.

The National Land Cover Database uses L andsat satellite imagery and other geospatial datato
develop land cover classes for the United States. Prior to the fire, the area within the Station Fire
consisted of evergreen forest and shrub/scrub. However, following the fire, vegetation regrowth

MODIS Terra Vegetation Indices 16-DAY Global 250m with image dates of August 13, 2009 and September

was initially grassland/herbaceous and now consists largely of shrub/scrub. The changeis

illustrated below.

2013

2016

FireZone Land Cover: [JjJ] EvergreenForest [ ] Shrub/Scrub

[ ] Grassland/Herbaceous

Red outside the fire zone represents urban land cover
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For those who have hiked in areas ravaged by fire, the return of evergreen forestsisaslow
process. Thus, athough the Station Fire area has seen areturn of vegetation, it consists mostly
of shrub/scrub. Thisisillustrated in the image bel ow where there appears to be no evergreen
trees growing in areas where they once flourished.

If readers would like to explore the Station Fire further, | have created an interactive web app to
compare before and after datasets. The web application isillustrated below and can be found at
the following URL:

https://robertmmyers.users.earthengi ne.app/view/station-fire

L e e LT R T PR L S SR O TR ¥ . i
1T spse &) Henimet-lonh © O3 FaesheTane
- F e e -
Earth Engine Apps ™™™ Q. Searsh ploces

= g |
S Prefie

STATION FIRE

LEGEND ':0 ':I(;d L:“l l2009;::°| 9N
. Bl 1 e varaod ie
Bum Severity Classes (INBR) utissod P o1 g 2 £095. 1
W Heh cotvastved 158,360 2chce.
l.l;;j:mlr Ly Pane i cartabne Pre-Flre Lvpwen

Righvt Parsl Pzet-Mow luogare. T
sczees x| Pre-ion lapare. cape sl e
wwy 0 Ihe nigal. Leszrs we NUD S
KUV, Barn Zoventy hizea aNBC, ard
Kotizedd Lued Coanr Casafizatu.
Tk appass ceonnd oz 0ol 3 fny
peajeckln GE05 T L the Pern Soate
Greepial Przgrarn.

Low
B wobored o Love
B0 oo Grew s
| BB
Natianal Land Cover Classes
| ISRl
B Shbvha s

faashod s hacies
MNormalized Difference
Vegetation Index {NDVI]
U Ty Wegerstiog

W Fecen Vogerance

povoad e Vet g
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Upcoming Navigation Events

With Sierra Club outings placed on hold because of COVID-19, al navigation outings have been
cancelled for the remainder of the year. To provide navigation training opportunities, we are
offering an online training on Saturday, November 14, 2020. Thiswill be our second on-line
training during the pandemic.

| have also made available to readers of the The Lookout several online navigation quizzes.
There are four quizzes and they are intended to be taken in order:

Compass Basics: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HPS-Quizl

UTM and Compass Bearings: https.//www.surveymonkey.com/r/HPS-Quiz2
Terrain Recognition: https.//www.surveymonkey.com/r/HPS-Quiz3

Final Quiz: https.//www.surveymonkey.com/r/HPS-Quiz4

Before taking the quizzes, you should download and print the map available at:

https://robertmmyers.box.com/v/HPS-Quiz-M ap

When printing the map, make you sure you select “Actual Size” rather than “Fit.”

Let me know if you have any questions. Contact me at rmmyers@ix.netcom.com.

N

Photo by Mike Maki Teresa Blackmon Spohr
(V56 NS5 Page 13)
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Lildreth Peak 5-18-2014%
By Coby King
This was iy second wy at TTildreth. Wy first attenpt, a few weeks prior, was quickly aboted due to
a bicvele wehmical problem, Tstaried my bike ride from Bine Mountgm Summil, which is where

[otrero Seco Road meets [lighway 35, at 7:27 aum. 1t was 38 degrees and sunny,

~PEe

It was an easy ride, mostly downhill, 3.2 miles to the Patrare Seco settlement/camp. which T was sur-
prised toe discover. But it alae explained why the road was 1 such good condition. Tintering forest service lands, the road immediate-
Iy deterivrated, and my bike walling now included both steep ascenls beyvond my ability with a full pack and some sreas thal were
very sandy. Atter & | miles [ reached Three Sisters, which was the old trailhead for this route. [ locked up the bike, helmet and pump
o the gate that led to Hildreth, and atter a 43-minuate rest and food breal, headed ap the hill

I had noticed resh bike trackys while Twas biking anad [was impressed W see thal they eontinoed on the porlion | wias walking, |
was glad | had lett my bike behind because the road s much steeper and rougher then up to Three Sisters, After 4> minutes, | ran
inte the only people T saw an the entire trip. two guyvs, ane an a mowattain bike and the other on an electric mountain bikke (who knew

such i thing exiated?). They had camped a litthe says up the wail, and weere hunters, seouting out deer R the scasom, or sohey said.

A= others who have hiked this read know, there 15 abselutely nathing technical about it
whatszocever, Bul it a DOMNG haol and involves many more steep ascents and descents then on
other read hilies that I've dong, such as nearby Old Man Mounlain and Monwe Arido, the road Lo
which features some ups and downs but consists primarily af long stretehes of gradual road.

The road beyond Three Sisters, on the other hand often teelz more Tike a firebreak than it does

IJi]_-Jn:uIJ'. Penl

un actual road although elearly it onee was, One of the moyl dispiriling aspeets of this hike is
that vou reach the absolute lowest point of the entire hike just a mile and a halt betore the summit and then vou have to steeply climb
tor the top. There was a duck siznitving where others had traveled, but the way up from there was vague, and T had to so some very
mimr hushwhackimg w reach the summiat at abow 2 proc Uhe register can was casy 1o And, and the register was (un o leal through.
On Lhe way down alier o 4% minule break) 1 lound some ducks conlinuing (o the west 1 ied that and found thid 10 was much casicr
ter get back down to the road but it did leave me to the west and with a bit of elevation to get back up o where T originally lett the
rovadd. Tithar way waorks.

By now, U temperalure had risen o e low 50s but it was complelely overcast, Aad sure enough, ©started Leeling sprinkles.

Within about 13 to 20 minutes, [ realized that it was net going to let up and 50 on went my pack cover and mv rain jacket,
One dsaue thal was annoying but that Tdide't think was wows serious was the (ael that the voads here are made ol clay and when they
el wel mud st elumping on your bools, which is both incomloriable and exra tiring, This became @ more serious issue when 1
got back on my bike at Three Sisters at just past & pm. Very soon | realized that the mud collecting on my tires was going to make
Biking dilfieall or impossible.

While 1 managed Lo siruggle down the road for shoul 7710 of wmile, evertoally the tires just relused w . I Geed g diflicull
decision. Try to carry out my hike and possibly not get baclk to my car untl] well after midnight. or abandon the bike and walk the 74
mile track hack to TTighway 33, T really didn't have the steength or the will o cary my hike and the increasing rain made my decision
t leggve my Bike the mght ome. | lecked 10 behind w bush, ook aoway peint and seme phoues and reluctimily tmed w the cast, Walking
in a steady rain, | made it back to Llighway 33 at about 10:13, atter almost 2% miles of hiking, biking and walking my bike for almost
| 5 hours. Tt was 42 deprees.

W hen the forest service wllies opencd on Monday ealled o see how Tmight be able o getmy bike retneved withoul walking in
7% miley and biking out. L may sl hive o do that bul [ am boping that Lmight be able Lo cither et a ride 1o my bike or be whle w
drive in a little bit. [ will update this post once T get my bike back

Fost seripl A woeek or so later, [was able o rerieve my bike, D ended ap having an inweresting discossion with the Potrero Seeo

carclaer. My phone was u liUle worse [or wear, bul all Lor the causce, .
¥ P v (WAG NE Page 14 Phroos by {inby Kong



Morris, Russel, Backus

By Ted Lubeshkotf

On Saturday, 1173718, Rvan 3. Lyvoch and 1 led a
| 2roup of seven on the ridee between Morris Peak.
Russcll Peak, and Backus Peak, This 1s a rarely-led
route, but very doable. We met at Powers Well, did a

car shuttle to the mine, and stacted with HPS Morris
Pcalk Route 2. The ridee between Morris and Russcll
15 pretty atraightforward until this rides joing the ridoc
ooing north from Russcll Peak, It is important to cross
over Lo the easl side of this short section of the ridee. Ryan led up 1o Meorris and Russell and Tled from Russell wo
Backus. T have done the Baclkus i Russell directiom aboul 2-3 times belore, but T think this was the [rst ume T went

this direction. I remembered o head 1o the big saddle east of Russell on the south side of the main ridee. We did

about 10.5 miles in 11 hours. T was a beaulilul day i the desent with views of Owens, Jenkins, and Five Fmgers.
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Stacy Moore

Mount Baldy
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Granite Mountain #2
January 20th, 2018
By Larry Edmonds

On January 19", 2018 | met good friends in Anza Borrego Desert State park for a hike just east of Granite Mountain
which was convenient since | had scheduled my Larry’s Hike Of The Month (LHOTM) for the next day. After the hike |
headed over to the mouth of Cool Canyon where | would spend the night. The Hike Of The Month started as a monthly
hike that | led for the Adventure Club of General Dynamics Electronics Division for many years, and when | retired |
continued to lead a monthly private hike that | called the LHOTM. That evening Afra Roet and Sharon Gott arrived to
share my camp and conversation. It sprinkled some overnight but nothing heavy enough to make me abandon my
cowboy camp for the truck. We awoke early the next morning to temps in the low 40s with some moderate wind as Jim
Wick, Neal Matthys, Mark Sutton, Shelley Rogers, and Ranchita Ted, arrived at our campsite ready to hike. The eight of
us then headed up Cool Canyon, an interesting canyon with several rocky dry falls to climb none of which are difficult
climbs. At approximately 1 % miles up the canyon we climbed out and got on top of the east ridge of Granite. As we
climbed the East Ridge towards high point 4624 we headed pretty much directly west where we gained a SE ridge
leading up to 4624. This resulted in lots of class 3 bouldering to get up to 4624. | think staying at the top of the East
Ridge would be the better approach as | don’t think it is as bouldery, but hey the class three bouldering was fun. | should
have turned around and took note of the view down into Cool Canyon from here. You will learn later why that would
have been a good idea. The group got a bit spread apart so we early arrivers took a break on 4624 to let the others
catch up. It was a cold windy day and from this point on we were being pelted by light grapple. After 4624 we crossed a
saddle and started the climb towards high point 5185 which also required a bit of bouldering. From there on it was
pretty easy, for a climb anyway, sailing up to Granite BM, also known as Granite #2. There was quite a bit of grapple
accumulation on the ground at the peak and we could see that snow was falling in the Laguna and Cuyamaca Mountains.
As we waited for everyone to arrive on the peak we did our best to stay in sheltered spots in the rocks as it was very cold
and windy on top. This was my second time on Granite #2 and the views are as spectacular as | remembered from my
first climb of it in March of 2011. Due to the wind and cold we did not stay long after everyone arrived on top. Just long
enough to have a quick lunch. As we headed down over 5185 and then to 4624 | had been staying in the rear to be sure
everyone was getting down OK. | took a short break on 4624 and then continued down, everyone was out of my sight
by now. | looked down at a canyon that | was certain was cool Canyon and proceeded down to that canyon. Even made
radio contact with the group to let them know | was headed down behind them. What a blunder that was. Rather than
relying on what | thought | was looking at | should have pulled out my map/compass or GPS and verified | was indeed
dropping into Cool Canyon. Heck. had | simply looked up and noticed the position of Whale

mST Peak which | would recognize from any angle | would have known | was not dropping into

nlxnn Cool Canyon. | guess | had done this for so many years | was getting a bit to over confident.
Once | had traveled some distance down this canyon it was becoming less and less

recognizable to me so eventually this dummy pulled out his GPS only to discover I’'m in the
wrong Canyon. By now | had gone down canyon quite some distance and new it would take
me a while to go back up and cross over into Cool Canyon so | made radio contact with the
group to let them know what | had done and that my plan was to continue down this
canyon to where it intersects with Highway S2 in Box Canon and thumb my way back to our
vehicles. | had several very good long time hiking buddies along in the group and they are

never going to let me live this one down as evidenced by the included poster one of them
created for me. But hey | discovered and new way up to Granite and luckily all the dry falls

were negotiable.
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> From January - February 2011 <

Day Hike (o All Seventeen
“10,0M0ers” In the San Gorgonio Mountain Area
By Bill Simpson
Brian Mason, Lyn Dyer and 1 recently did a private day hike to seventeen 1000007
pealis m the San Gorzomo Mountnn area, Our 17-peak day hike was mspired by
Erik Siering, who did the 17 peaks as a solo day hike nearlv fifteen years ago_ | lis
hike lilvely was inapived by the San Gorgonio “9-Peak Challenpe,” which iz one of

the harder lukes m Souihermn Cal lomia. The object ol the 9-Peak Challenge 1s o

hike to the nine peaks on the ridge from San Bernardine Peak to San Gorgonia

Bountain, While it can be done in a single day, it is more often donc as a backpack.

The Boy Scouls have a palch which hemoers these who aceomplish this 9-peals [eat. The addition ol eight peaks o the 9-

Peal Challense sigmilicantly inereases the hikmg ditliculty.

We used Hrik's itinerary as a blusprint. We set up a shuttle, beginning our hike at the Fish Creek trailhead and ending it
at the Angeles Oaks trailhead. However, I much prefer steep gain to additional miles, so T decided we should hike first to
Ten Thousand Foot Ridge, utilizing a ridge from Fish Creek Camp rather than hiking on teail all the way to Fish Creek
Saddle. Also, after bagging Lake Peak and Grinnell Mountain, | decided we should hike directly down a ridge from
Zahniser and up an oppasing ridge to San Grorgonio Peak. Tn addition to these changes, we made other route alterations
that added up to a combined saving of six miles (Erik’s total miles were 37; our total miles were 313, The elevation gain

foor us was pretty close to the elevation gain that Erik experienced in 1996: about 9,100 feet vs. 9200 feet.

W starled our hilee ai 1340 am. on g Saturday morning with no help from the moon, We were detennined 1) 10 beat
the heat ol the day during a big chunle ol the uphill and 2) [nish the hike belore 8 pamn. so we could dine at the restaurant
n Aueeles Caks w celebrawe our achievement {we had no shorlage ol oplimism). The carly start meant we wouldn' O be
setting much, (Uany, sleep belore the hilee. ICalso meant we would hile the st [our pealss i the dark, which proved o
b lairly casy due w the use ol ndeges and three strone headlamps. [ was especially mice w gt the elunb o Ten Thouwsand
Foot Radge (our [irst peald) oul ol the way when 1t was cool oul, Cur sceond peak was Lake Peak, which we found alier
tripping our way over the rees that lay all around Tike pick-up sticks. We had a hittle problem ndmge Lake Peak in the
dark cven wilh our sirong headlamps, Evervihing loohed Like a pile ol rocks, which s what Lake Peak basically s, We

then lageed Orinnell [pllowed by Zahiniser, where we were able w putl our head-lamps away.

The hike up a steep ridge in davlight to our fifth peak, San Gorgonio. was aided by a nice brecze that was blow-ing at
the time. The taclve remaining peaks were at times grucling, but otherwise nneventful, linally, we finished number 17.
San Bernardine Peak, and headed down to Angeles Oaks. This was the worst part of the hike by far, After doing 23 miles
with cver 9,000 foet of elevation gain, we had to hike down cight miles with over 5,000 feet of ¢levation loss. We arrived
at Angeles Oaks at 7:10 p.m., which permitted us to partake of our celebratory dinner. The one thing | had not anticipated
was the amount of *down™ time accunmlated while hiking to 17 peaks. We amassed two hours and 36 minutes of non-
hiking time --which inchided two nearky Ya-hour breaks for meals swhile on Dobbs Peak and San Bernardine Peak. Shorter
breaks at the other fifteen peaks averaged seven minutes. with the shortest being three minutes (Lake Peak and Dragons
Iead) and the longest being twelve minites (Zahniser Peak).
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STATISTICS FOR THE HIKE

Distance: 31 miles

Elevation gain: 9,100 feet

2 Z
1,8 . 7 ,f"'--l' Pl
Hiking Time: 15.0 hours A [% = 7
, N
Break Time: 2.5 hours =1 “i{ﬁ,

Total Time: 17.5 hours

ORDER OF 17 PEAKS HIKED
Ten Thousand Foot Ridge (10,094")
Lake Peak (10,161")

Grinnell Mountain (10,284")
Zahniser Peak (10,056")

San Gorgonio Mountain (11,499")
Bighorn Mountain (10,997")
Dragons Head (10,866")

East Dobbs Peak (10,540")

Dobbs Peak (10,459")

Jepson Peak (11,205")

Little Charlton Peak (10,696')
Charlton Peak (10,806')

Alto Diablo Peak (10,563') Shields
Peak (10,680+")

Anderson Peak (10,840+")

San Bernardino East Peak (10,691")
San Bernardino Peak (10,649")

NMilestonmnes

6-17-20, Larry Pond meets Matthew Hengst and Jennifer

Blackie at Walker Pass with a new filter and fresh Tehachipi Mountain, 7-31-20. Birthday picture on peak.
fruit. Mat and Jennifer have been on the Pacific Crest HPS Chair Michael Dillenback and Holly Brett both

Trail, beginning in Campo, CA, since May 4th ( Page 19) have the same birthday.



Chasing The Comet

By Mark S. Allen
Leaving the confines of Pandemic lock-down, I
spent several evenings chasing the image of the
NEOWISE Comet during its brief showing in the
month of July. Heralded by the news and social
media, it was truly a religious experience to look up
and see this infrequent visitor to our solar system.
First discovered by NASA in March of 2020, the
comet was not easy to see above the city lights. We
tried this first in Long Beach on Signal Hill. Then,
with binoculars, out in the Morongo Valley area, I
found the comet by looking to the Northwest under
the Big Dipper.

Comet NEOWISE photograph submitted by Richard Passmore.

The picture above represents what most of us saw during the near-earth showing from this comet. NEOWISE is for:
Near Earth Object Wide-Field Infrared Survey Explorer, the NASA space telescope that first spotted the comet. I spent
three of four nights driving to different observation points around LA encountering groups of neophyte star watchers.
Some in small groups of parked cars, others in RV's. All gazing upward. At Mt. Wilson, amateur observers on the road
showed me cell phone pictures of the comet in the sky just above the broadcast towers on the ridge to Occidental Peak.

Comet chasing was an experience not unlike peak-bagging but
navigating is by the constellations of the night sky. This comet's
closest approach to Earth was on July 22nd at 138,540,673 kilometers
away from Earth. At that great distance it took 7.8 minutes for the
comets light to reach earth.

At first it was viewed in the early morning. Late July found the
comet rising higher in the heavens right after the sun set, always down
from the Big Dipper Constellation. July 23rd was billed as the last
viewing. It will be another 6800 years before NEOWISE returns.

Comet NEOWISE photographed by Doug Brown

Thanks to many: Richard Passmore, Robert Randall
and Doug Brown for photos of the comet. Special
thanks to Jim Barbour (Hikn' Jim) and Jane Simpson
for their special assistance, also. MSA.

Comet NEOWISE photographed by Robert Randall at Trona, California.
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ey 2o A
5]
g = w= ol
ar e

S Soab NS

& :
Mat and Tanya, and Kayla RK on Mt Baders
Powell - 8/8/2020

Bruce Craig, Waterman Mtn.
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Richard Passmoore Asher Waxman, Great Basin Park, NV
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Garen Yeghpairian on road to May Peak
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The Hundred Peaks Section is an Activity Section of the Sierra Club - Angeles Chapter

Our newsletter, The Lookout, is published six times a year.

Final dates for receipt of matenal have changed to accommodate our membership: They are January 2nd
for the January-February issue, March 2nd, for the March-April issue, May 2nd, for the May-June issug,
July 2nd, for the July-August issue, September 2nd, for September-October issue, and November 2nd for
the November-December issue.

The Lookout Newsletter is the property of the Hundred Peaks Section.
If you send photos, please include your name. Please, also identify the location and each subject in all
photographs, When taking photos, please ask panicipants to remove hats and sunglasses, and wear face
mask for safety.

Lookout Newsletter Editor, Mark 5. Allen. Lookout-editor@hittp www hundredpeaks.org
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Wolf and Karen Leverich maintain The Hundred Peaks Website. It can be accessed at:
httpfwww _hundredpeaks.org

Hundred Peaks Section! The Lookout
The Siarra Club Angeles Chapter
Wayne Yollaire

2035 Peaceful Hills REoad

Walnut, CA 91789
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