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Occidental Peak  12F 

Lat/lon 34.2350034,-118.0831247 
UTM 11S 400250E 3788744N 

Elevation: 5732' 
 

View Caltopo map or download GPX Download this pdf guide or visit its official page 

Occidental Peak on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA 

Location: Los Angeles County, about 1 1/4 miles north of Mount Wilson, 33 miles from Los Angeles 

Nearby peaks: Mount Wilson 

Land Manager: Angeles National Forest, Los Angeles Gateway District (818) 899-1900 

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT. 

About the peak 

Occidental is the only HPS peak climbed by John Muir in his 1877 visit to the San Gabriels. He 

described the range as: "Mother Nature is most ruggedly, thornily savage. Not even in the Sierra 

have I ever made the acquaintance of mountains more rigidly inaccessible. The slopes are 

exceptionally steep and insecure to the foot of the explorer, however great his strength or skill may 

be, but thorny chaparral constitutes their chief defense." These days one can drive nearly to the 

peak on Mount Wilson Road. Occidental is usually climbed from the east ridge, which is a short but 

pretty hike that can be paired with Mount Wilson or other nearby peaks. Attempting it from other 

directions are extremely brushy. 

Special conditions: Do not attempt to park between the two parking areas described in this guide. 

Do not attempt to climb the steep slope directly below the summit as loose stones may fall down 

onto the road below. 

Note: Route 2 is now overgrown and indistinct. Route 1 is a much easier approach.  

Historical notes: This peak is located near the western end of what was formerly known as 

Knifeblade Ridge. In earlier days it was known as Precipio Peak, since it stood directly above 

Precipio (later Eaton) Canyon. About 1915, a group of students from Occidental College 

constructed a trail to the summit from Mount Wilson. In recognition of their efforts, Rush Charlton, 

then Supervisor of the Angeles National Forest, named the peak for their school. 

Occidental Peak has 2 official HPS routes: 

 

https://caltopo.com/m/3E7B
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/12FGH_OCCIDENTIAL_WILSON_HARVARD_cs05-03-1999.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/12F_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/occidental-peak/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=1358
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=34.235023&lon=-118.083699


 Occidental Peak Route 1- From Mount Wilson Road  

Distance: 2 miles round trip cross-country Gain: 200 
Time: 1.5 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, easy Navigation difficulty:  
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions: 

• From the intersection of I-210 and Angeles Crest Highway (SR 2), go north on Angeles Crest 

Highway 14 miles to the junction at Red Box. Turn right on Mount Wilson Road. 

• Go 3.8 miles to a large parking area, mostly barricaded by boulders, on the left side of the 

road 200' before a driveway into a TV transmitter site. Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area, walk across the road. Look for a faint use trail leading up to the start 

of the transmitter site's fence. 

• The fence can be followed generally westward to the end of the transmitter site, or a more 

natural use trail that appears to the right and down may be taken. 

• At the end of the transmitter site, cross the helipad and follow a use trail along the ridge to 

the summit. 

 

Additional Route notes:  

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.23104,-118.07106


 Occidental Peak Route 2- From Eaton Saddle  

Distance: 2 miles round trip cross-country Gain: 840 
Time: 2 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 1, easy Navigation difficulty: Easy 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   
Adventure Pass may be required 

Road type: Paved 

 

Driving directions:  

• From the intersection of I-210 and Angeles Crest Highway (SR 2), go north on Angeles Crest 

Highway 14 miles to the junction at Red Box. Turn right on Mount Wilson Road. 

• Go 2.3 miles to a large parking area on the right side of the road at Eaton Saddle. Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area, hike south up the ridge over two small bumps and on to the 

summit. 

 

Additional Route notes: 

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=34.23935,-118.0933

