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Onyx Peak #2  02D 

Lat/lon 35.6568978,-118.2264672 
UTM 11S 388982E 3946587N 

Elevation: 5244' 
 

View Caltopo map or download GPX Download this pdf guide or visit its official page 

Onyx Peak #2 on Peakbagger.com Current Weather on NOAA 

Location: Kern County, about 14 miles east of Lake Isabella City, 180 miles from Los Angeles 

Nearby peaks:  

Land Manager: Bureau of Land Management, Ridgecrest Field Office (760) 384-5400 

USE AT YOUR OWN RISK. CONDITIONS MAY CHANGE, AND UNEXPECTED HAZARDS MAY BE PRESENT. 

About the peak 

Onyx is situated within the Kiavah Wilderness in the Scodie Mountains at the southeast end of the 

Sierra Nevada on BLM land. This area is the transition zone between the Sierra Nevada and the 

Mojave Desert, with pinyon pine, juniper, and Joshua trees.  

Route 1 has an initial steep ascent, followed by a more gradual climb to the summit, with 

outstanding views of Lake Isabella, Kelso Valley, and the peak to peak profile of Nicolls & Heald. It is 

often hiked together with Skinner Peak. 

Special conditions: Scodie Mountain, Pinyon Peak, Onyx Peak #2, and Skinner Peak lie in the Kiavah 

Wilderness which is bounded on the south by the road over Bird Spring Pass and on the north by 

SR 178 and Walker Pass. On Onyx, you enter the Wilderness near the gate. Don't drive beyond the 

(usually closed) gate. It is also possible to drive to this point from the south via Jawbone and Kelso 

Canyons. This enables you to combine this peak with others in area 2, such as Mayan Peak. 

Onyx Peak #2 has 1 official HPS route: 

 

https://caltopo.com/m/4714
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/02D_ONYX_PK_2_cs04-19-2002.gpx
https://hundredpeaks.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/02D_PEAKGUIDE.pdf
https://hundredpeaks.org/peaks/onyx-peak-2/
http://www.peakbagger.com/peak.aspx?pid=2885
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?lat=35.656925&lon=-118.226652


 Onyx Peak #2 Route 1  

Distance: 4 miles round trip on road and 
cross-country 

Gain: 2300 
Time: 4 hours round trip 

Difficulty rating: Class 2, moderate Navigation difficulty: Moderate 
Trailhead location on Google Maps   Road type: Dirt 

 

Driving directions:  

• From Los Angeles take SR 14 through Mojave to the Walker Pass Road (SR 178). Turn left 

(west). 

• Go about 29 miles to the Kelso Creek Road on the left. Turn left. 

• Go 2.8 miles to the Short Canyon Road (unsigned) on the left which is just before a white 

fence on the left. Turn left. 

• Go 1/4 mile to a cattle guard barred by a locked cable, with a BLM sign "Short Canyon 

Road". Park here. 

 

Hiking directions: 

• From the parking area (2930'), pass the gate and go up the road toward the stone water 

tank. 

• From here head due north up either an obvious gully or the wide ridge just to its right to a 

shallow saddle at the top of the ridge at about 4800'. 

• Turn right and follow the ridge northeast to the ridge split at 5160'. 

• Then go left (north) about 200 yards to the main summit, going around to the right, then 

up, following a route that is probably ducked. 

 

Additional Route 1 notes:  

 

https://google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=35.636012077,-118.240890265


 


